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You have a lot of neighborhood 
choices in Philadelphia! Choose 
wisely!
It can be overwhelming to choose between neighborhoods in Philadelphia. 
The team at She Moves Philly can help you find the perfect neighborhood and 
block for you with our years of experience helping buyers all over the city.
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Rittenhouse Square
Referring to the public park that anchors Philadelphia, Rittenhouse is a 
posh shopping district with copious eateries, open air markets, street 
performers, and plenty to do. Housing ranges from spacious townhomes to 
luxe, modern apartments.

Point Breeze
Named Curbed Philly’s Hottest Neighborhood of 2019, Point 
Breeze features several parks and playgrounds and hip eateries. The 
neighborhood has seen a rapid influx of millennial residents and climbing 
home prices in the past decade.

Newbold
Until recently, considered part of Point Breeze. Newbold features new and 
old townhomes, several parks and playgrounds, and a medley of local 
businesses. The neighborhood continues to attract many young buyers and 
new investment.

Passyunk
Centered around a diagonal street - Passyunk Ave - that slides through 
South Philadelphia, Passyunk is a vibrant neighborhood with near-constant 
cultural and artistic activity including gallery openings and special street 
events. Passyunk is home to several posh restaurants and even a shop 
devoted entirely to selling typewriters.

Fitler Square
Anchored by a family-filled and well maintained grassy square, Fitler 
Square has charming townhomes and a mix of appealing eateries. It is 
home to many professionals, students, and families.

Old City
An area infused with history that boasts quaint cobblestone streets, 
excellent nightlife, and great restaurants.

Society Hill
Society Hill is an impeccably maintained neighborhood with historic 
18th and 19th Century townhomes, gorgeous foliage, and the luscious 
Washington Square Park.

CENTER CITY 

SOUTH PHILADELPHIA
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Fairmount
Home to several world renowned art museums and boathouse row. 
Fairmount is full of intimate eateries, active families, and beautiful 
townhomes.

Manayunk
Filled with tons of shops and restaurants and tightly wrapping the banks of 
the Schuylkill River, Manayunk is a high-spirited neighborhood replete with 
Victorian homes and buzzing activities. Manayunk is actually a Native 
American word standing for “where we go to drink.” 

Fishtown
Referred to by Forbes as “America’s Hottest New Neighborhood,” 
Fishtown features an eclectic mix of hipsters and yuppies, spruce 
townhomes, and a spirited nightlife.

NORTH PHILADELPHIA

University City
Home to Penn, Drexel, and University of the Sciences, this bustling area 
is youthful and home to an array of food options, including food trucks. 
Housing varies from Victorian homes to modern apartment skyscrapers.

Powelton Village
This tree-lined neighborhood is comprised of dignified, Victorian homes. It 
is mostly residential and houses many of University City’s college students.

WEST PHILADELPHIA
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The Main Line features a diverse set of neighborhoods full of English 
Tudors and award winning public schools. The area attracts many 
families.

The Northern Suburbs
• Abington
• Cheltenham

Named a “Best Place To Live” by Money Magazine, Abington and 
Cheltenham Townships are a mere 30 minute drive or SEPTA ride to 
downtown, and feature a diverse community and award-winning public 
schools.

Philadelphia has lots of neighborhoods that are not 
mentioned here. We work with buyers and feature exclusive 
listings across the entire Philadelphia area and surrounding 
suburbs!

Still overwhelmed? Check out the Curbed Philly
“Which Neighborhood Should I Live In?” Quiz!

SUBURBS

The Main Line
• Ardmore
• Bala Cynwyd, Gladwyne
• Haverford
• Merion
• Narberth
• Wynnewood

Western Main Line
• Berwyn
• Devon
• Malvern
• Paoli
• Villanova
• Wayne
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• For many buyers, understanding school 
options is a top priority. In Philadelphia, 
you can enroll your child in your zoned 
catchment or you can pursue alternative 
placements. The Philadelphia School 
district offers a Catchment Map to 
help you understand the boundaries 
of each catchment. Priority is given to 
students within a catchment. Students 
who live within a catchment are not 
required to submit an application to 
attend their catchment’s school but do 
need to register.  In some competitive 
neighborhoods, enrollment is not 

guaranteed at a particular school, 
even if you live within the catchment. 
The most well known catchment with a 
waitlist for the neighborhood school is 
Penn Alexander in University City.

• You are able to apply for attendance 
to a school outside of your catchment 
and students are admitted based 
on available seats and a lottery. 
Philadelphia also offers a series of 
“Special Admissions” schools (also 
known as Magnet Schools) with 
competitive entrance requirements.

School Zones are called
“Catchments” in Philadelphia
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https://webapps1.philasd.org/school_finder/
https://pennalexander.philasd.org/enrollment/


• Depending on the neighborhood, parking in Philadelphia can be a 
bit of a challenge. However, as a resident you have many options. 
Homes with garages or private parking spots are rare, but they do 
exist. There are many garages if you prefer to pay to house your car. 
Most Philadelphians street park their cars. Many streets, particularly 
in denser areas, have permit-only spots which require a Residential 
Parking Permit. Residential Parking Permits are $25 per year and $85 
total if you have two vehicles. Your Residential Parking Permit will have 
a Zone Number which entitles you to park in permit spots within your 
Zone without restriction. A Zone sticker on your car will designate your 
car’s Zone. Without a Residential Parking Permit, you will be limited to 
parking in permit spots for only 2 or 3 hours at a time or you can opt to 
park in permit-less spots which do exist, but you’ll need to know where 
to find them. Luckily, there’s a handy dandy map that shows exactly 
which streets have which zoned permit restrictions and which do not 
require a permit.

The Philadelphia 
Parking Puzzle
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https://parkadelphia.com/#12/39.9294/-75.1694/9.2


• Philadelphia’s meter maids (also known as the “PPA”) are no joke! 
If you violate or ignore Philadelphia’s parking rules, you can expect 
to receive a ticket, a tow, or a boot. You can see how active the PPA 
has been on this website and take note of the neighborhoods where 
they issue the most tickets.

• Philadelphia also has a strange phenomenon called Median 
Parking. On Broad Street, you may notice a bunch of cars parked 
in the middle of the street or even on concrete medians! This is 
technically not legal but the PPA has been turning a blind eye for 
decades. If you’re having trouble picturing it, you can see cars 
parked in the median in this street-view shot from Google Maps.

• Philadelphia also has relatively high insurance rates - sometimes 
over $3,000 per year in premiums - due to a large number of 
uninsured and underinsured drivers and car thefts. According to the 
Philly Voice, Philadelphia’s car insurance rates are the 5th highest in 
the world.

• It’s very possible to live and move around Philadelphia without a car 
using a combination of walking, SEPTA, biking, and Uber/Lyft.

More On Parking

www.shemovesphilly.com7 Things Buyers Need To Know Before House Hunting in Philadelphia 8

https://data.phila.gov/visualizations/parking-violations
https://www.google.com/maps/@39.9189525,-75.1708038,3a,75y,3.87h,74.12t/data=!3m7!1e1!3m5!1sCYZ__Eh1WXeWdPjwYVK5pw!2e0!6s%2F%2Fgeo0.ggpht.com%2Fcbk%3Fpanoid%3DCYZ__Eh1WXeWdPjwYVK5pw%26output%3Dthumbnail%26cb_client%3Dmaps_sv.tactile.gps%26thumb%3D2%26w%3D203%26h%3D100%26yaw%3D29.117401%26pitch%3D0%26thumbfov%3D100!7i16384!8i8192


• The Philadelphia Tax Abatement is a 
program that was launched in the late 
1990s. The program eliminates the 
amount that eligible property owners 
pay on major improvements to their 
homes or on the value of the home if it 
is entirely new construction. Taxes are 
still owed on the value of the property 
before the improvement and on the 
underlying land.

• Homeowners who aren’t eligible for the 
Tax Abatement may be eligible for the 
Homestead Exemption which reduces 
the taxable value of your home by 
$40,000.

• Following the implementation of the 
abatement, construction surged in 
Philadelphia. This topic is hotly debated 
in Philadelphia because some residents 
say it chokes off the city from much 

needed tax revenue. Others say the 
program is imperative in order to 
continue to improve Philadelphia’s 
residential infrastructure. As a result, the 
future of the tax abatement is somewhat 
uncertain.

• Homeowners who aren’t eligible for the 
Tax Abatement may be eligible for the 
Homestead Exemption which reduces 
the taxable value of your home by 
$40,000.

• A program called the Longtime 
Owner Occupants Program (LOOP) 
provides property tax relief for 
eligible homeowners whose property 
assessments (after the Homestead 
Exemption) increased by 50%+ from last 
year. This program limits the assessment 
increase to 50% and locks it in.

No Property Taxes For Ten Years? 
Sign Me Up!

#4
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https://www.phila.gov/documents/homestead-exemption-application/
https://www.phila.gov/services/payments-assistance-taxes/income-based-assistance-programs/longtime-owner-occupants-program/


• According to Forbes, Philadelphia is 
one of the top cities where it’s cheaper 
to buy than to rent. In Philadelphia, the 
median rent is $1,422 but the median 
mortgage is $1,049. 

• You can get a good idea of how much 
house you can reasonably afford 
using Realtor.com’s Home Affordability 
Calculator. One quick, back of the hand 
method, is to take your monthly rent 
and multiply it by 200. That number is 
approximately the value of the house 
that you can reasonably afford if you 
can reasonably afford your rent. 

• Many city residents will “house-hack” by 
sharing their home with a roommate or 
renting part of it out on Airbnb in order 
to help cover the costs of the mortgage. 
In some cases, having a renter or 
renting on Airbnb can completely cover 
the cost of your mortgage. Philadelphia 
actually has some of the most Airbnb-
friendly rules of any US city.

In Philadelphia, It’s Often Cheaper 
To Buy Than To Rent
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https://www.realtor.com/mortgage/tools/affordability-calculator
https://www.realtor.com/mortgage/tools/affordability-calculator
https://www.phila.gov/li/PDF/Limited%20Lodging%20Information%20Flyer.pdf
https://www.phila.gov/li/PDF/Limited%20Lodging%20Information%20Flyer.pdf


- Britt McLaughlin
 Team Leader, She Moves Philly

Many buyers are 
surprised by how 
much financial sense 
it makes to buy in 
Philadelphia
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• The Philadelphia Office of Housing 
and Community Development offers a 
Settlement Assistance Program which 
gives $500 to first time home buyers 
for settlement costs. The program has 
income limits.

• Philadelphia recently launched the 
$10,000 Philly First Home program to 
help first time home buyers with down 
payment and closing costs. It has some 
fine print that is worth reviewing, but 
we are excited about this generous 
assistance for first time home buyers! 

• The PHA Housing Choice Ownership 
program provides special vouchers 
for first time home buyers which can 
be used to pay monthly mortgage 
payments. There are income limits and 
pre-purchase counseling is required.

• The First Front Door Program provides 
up to $5,000 to first time home buyers 
to help with down payment and 
closing costs. The program has income 
requirements and length of ownership 
requirements.

Philadelphia Has Lots of Programs 
for First Time Home Buyers
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http://ohcdphila.org/housing-2/first-time-homebuyer/
https://www.philly.com/real-estate/housing/philadelphia-downpayment-assistance-philly-first-home-10-thousand-dollars-purchase-20190509.html
http://www.pha.phila.gov/resident-services/homeownership/housing-choice-homeownership.aspx
https://www.firstfrontdoor.com/


A home is one of 
the biggest financial 
purchases buyers will 
ever make. As first-time 
home buyers especially, 
it’s so important to have 
someone they trust in 
their corner! Makes 
the process so much 
more exciting… and 
empowering!
- Brittany Nettles
 Team Leader, She Moves Philly
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In Philadelphia, you don’t need your realtor to accompany you to view 
houses. Philadelphia has a culture of open houses that you can attend 
on your own.  Your realtor can give you a cultivated list of open houses 
meeting your requirements or you can usually see up to date times and 
dates on Zillow or other real estate websites. Just walk right in and say a 
friendly hello to the listing agent! 

In Philadelphia, you can take 
yourself on home tours!
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Looking to buy in the 
next 6 months?
We can help you find the perfect home.

Clicking Button Will Open Our Contact Us Page

CONTACT US

http://www.shemovesphilly.com/contact-us


We sell
hospitality, 
not just real

estate. 
Keller Williams Philadelphia

1619 Walnut Street, Philadelphia, PA 19103
e: team@shemovesphilly.com

o: 215.627.3500
d: 267.341.7479

Brittany Nettles
Team Leader | Realtor
brittany@shemovesphilly.com
C: 215.778.8444
O: 215.627.3500

Britt Mclaughlin
Team Leader | Realtor
britt@shemovesphilly.com
C: 843.422.0553
O: 215.627.3500

Monica Kramer
Realtor
monica@shemovesphilly.com
C: 610.420.7506
O: 215.627.3500
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